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This paper provides updates on a range of issues within the Housing Planning and 
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EEHT Housing, Planning and Homelessness Update Paper 

Housing, Planning and Homelessness 

Housing improvement support 

1. The Housing Advisers Programme (HAP) has returned for a fifth year and is open for 
applications for 2021/22. The programme will continue to fund the provision of 
bespoke expert support to councils – or groups of councils – wanting to transform the 
delivery of homes and places, the quality and security of existing homes and/or to 
prevent and reduce homelessness. HAP will award up to £20,000 to successful 
applicants for the purpose of securing expert advice in transforming how a service or 
partnership meets the housing need of communities. This year there is emphasis on 
strategic housing projects that will support local authority housing delivery. To date, 
HAP has provided support to 125 diverse projects, which have delivered tangible 
outcomes for their communities. 
 

2. The LGA is working with partners (including London Councils) to develop a Housing 
Management Peer Challenge in light of the Social Housing White Paper, which maps 
out the future for social housing regulation and focuses on consumer protection and 
redress. Through this, councils across the country will be able to access independent 
external expertise within the sector to provide robust assurance and improvement for 
social housing management. Next steps are to develop peer challenge guidance and 
a peer pool. This year there will be a small number of pilots, to inform proposals for 
further resourcing in 2022/23.  

 

3. The second Leadership Essentials Housing course will run on 16-17 September at 
Warwick Conferences. Speakers will include representatives from Homes England, 
One Public Estate, Doncaster Council, Runnymede Council, and Tower Hamlets 
Council (Cllr Rachel Blake). This year’s course will help participants develop their 
leading role in shaping the local housing market, covering topics such as delivering 
with affordable housing with partners, and delivering net zero housing solutions. Cllr 
Darren Rodwell will be the keynote speaker at the dinner which all delegates attend.  

 

Housing 

4. We responded to the House of Lords Built Environment Committee inquiry into 
Meeting the UK’s Housing Demand. Our key points included the pivotal role councils 
play in housing supply as planning and housing authorities, our call  to build 100,000 
new social homes per year to provide a £14.5 billion boost to the economy, and the 
need for a publicly financed substantial programme of council house building to help 
the Government meet its target of 300,000 new homes, including net zero homes. 
 

5. We will shortly be publishing a report by Pragmatix Advisory commissioned with 
National Federation of ALMOs (NFA) and the Association of Retained Council 
Housing (ARCH). The report demonstrates how building 100,000 homes would 
improve the public finances over thirty years by the equivalent of £24.3 billion. This 
builds on LGA’s ‘Building post-pandemic prosperity’ report commissioned late last 

https://www.local.gov.uk/housingadvisersprogramme
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/521/
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/521/
https://local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/future-foundations
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/building-post-pandemic-prosperity
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/building-post-pandemic-prosperity
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/building-post-pandemic-prosperity
https://www.almos.org.uk/
http://www.arch-housing.org.uk/
http://www.arch-housing.org.uk/
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/housing-and-planning/building-post-pandemic-prosperity
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year. This new report will also look at how building 100,000 social homes will also 
support our economic recovery from COVID-19, the Government’s levelling-up 
ambitions, addressing the climate emergency, and supporting the green building and 
construction sector through low carbon homes. The new data has been included in 
our submission to this year’s Spending Review.  

Housing – achieving net zero 

6. On September 9th Cllr Rachel Blake gave oral evidence to the Environmental Audit 

Committee as part of their inquiry on Mapping the path to net zero. Our evidence 

included points about the leading role local government plays in accelerating the 

shift towards achieving net zero carbon, and councils’ commitment to working as 

partners with government, industry and communities to meet the UK’s net zero target 

by 2050. We reiterated our call for Central Government to work with the local 

government sector and businesses to establish a national framework for addressing 

the climate emergency. 

 

7. We have written to the BEIS and MHCLG Ministers together with the National 
Federation of ALMOs (NFA) and the Association of Retained Council Housing 
(ARCH) raising our concerns about social housing and local government’s critical 
role in achieving net zero by 2050. The letter highlights our collective concerns, 
including the need for long-term funding certainty, accelerating the decarbonisation of 
1.6 million homes that councils own and manage, the impact of recent policy 
changes, councils’ role and powers in relation to non-council housing, and the 
opportunity to build local jobs and grow the green economy. The letter notes the 
opportunities to support the Government’s wider ambitions to Build Back Better and 
Level Up as it grows a resilient economy.  

Residential Property Developer Tax and building safety levy 

8. We responded to the government’s consultation on a residential property developer 
tax (RPDT). It is proposed that this will be introduced in 2022 and is intended to raise 
at least £2 billion over a decade. The purpose of this tax is to help fund the 
remediation of buildings that have dangerous cladding systems. In our response we 
called for a commitment that the new tax will not lead to a reduction in the delivery of 
affordable homes (both to rent and to buy), quality, sustainability standards or overall 
size of new dwellings. The government is also consulting on a building safety levy 
which we will be responding to. 

Strategic sites toolkit 

9. We have launched a toolkit to help councils deliver sites for new large-scale housing 

developments that are supported by high-quality physical and social infrastructure to 

meet the needs of local communities. Good practice in different scenarios is 

illustrated through a series of case studies, which show how planning authorities can 

implement the methods described in the toolkit. The toolkit is based around six 

central themes: delivery models, masterplanning and design, viability, engagement 

and consultation, environmental impact/mitigation, resources and skills. 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1346/mapping-the-path-to-net-zero/publications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1346/mapping-the-path-to-net-zero/publications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/38292/html/
https://www.adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Coalition%20Climate%20Asks%20Doc%20June%202020.pdf
https://www.adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Coalition%20Climate%20Asks%20Doc%20June%202020.pdf
https://www.almos.org.uk/
https://www.almos.org.uk/
http://www.arch-housing.org.uk/
http://www.arch-housing.org.uk/
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-submission-hm-treasury-consultation-residential-property
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/982206/20210427_RPDT_consultation_FINAL__002_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-building-safety-levy/consultation-on-the-building-safety-levy
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/effective-delivery-strategic-sites
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Planning reforms: 

10. As we await the government’s response to the planning white paper consultation, we 
continue to work closely with MHCLG to help shape the proposals and make the 
case for a local plan-led system which is properly resourced. The LGA Chairman, 
Councillor James Jamieson and EEHT Board Chair, Councillor David Renard have 
written to Secretary of State, Robert Jenrick, calling for the government to bring 
forward the Planning Bill in draft form to enable pre-legislative scrutiny. This would 
enable the opportunity for further scrutiny of the proposals to allow consideration in 
practical detail how any new system will operate upon implementation and in the 
long-term. We have also published a position paper on the government’s planning 
reforms.  

Afghan resettlement 

11. There have been 17,000 arrivals since April, with 15,000 people evacuated from 13 
August 2021. The cross-government ‘Operation Warm Welcome’ has a focus on 
supporting new arrivals under these schemes to find work, pursue education and 
integrate into local communities.  
 

12. A key challenge is sourcing accommodation. In recognition of this the (MHCLG) 
launched a portal for pledges of offers of homes to accommodate refugees. The 
Government is urging councils to share the links with property owners, organisations, 
companies or individuals in their area to register their support via the website so no 
offers are missed.  
 

13. Initially, arrivals are placed into hotels for their quarantine period. After this, they are 

placed in temporary “bridging” accommodation until more permanent housing 

solutions can be found, with councils, local partners and government providing 

interim wrap around support. Liaison officers are available to work with local 

authorities to help those who need it get set up with a GP, National Insurance 

number, school place, accommodation and more tailored support, as required with 

recent funding announced to help with this.  

 

14. There are two schemes under which Afghan refugees are entering the country: 

 

1. The Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy (ARAP) scheme offers 

support and accommodation to current and former Locally Employed Staff 

and their families. It is estimated that 8,000 of the recent arrivals are ARAP 

claimants who have arrived since April 2021. One year funding is available for 

families who fall into this scheme, £5 million of which is specifically to cover 

the shortfall in the housing element of universal credit when families are 

affected by the benefit cap. A government welcome page for arrivals to 

the UK from Afghanistan on the locally employed staff relocation 

scheme is available. 

https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lgas-position-governments-planning-reforms
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operation-warm-welcome-underway-to-support-afghan-arrivals-in-the-uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/M_QqC3lJVIX0yjxfgNEX6G
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/M_QqC3lJVIX0yjxfgNEX6G
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/afghan-relocations-and-assistance-policy
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/welcome-a-guide-for-arrivals-to-the-uk-from-afghanistan-on-the-locally-employed-staff-relocation-scheme
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/welcome-a-guide-for-arrivals-to-the-uk-from-afghanistan-on-the-locally-employed-staff-relocation-scheme
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/welcome-a-guide-for-arrivals-to-the-uk-from-afghanistan-on-the-locally-employed-staff-relocation-scheme
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/welcome-a-guide-for-arrivals-to-the-uk-from-afghanistan-on-the-locally-employed-staff-relocation-scheme
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2. The Home Office has also announced it will launch a full Afghan citizens' 

resettlement scheme. The scheme is not formally open yet, but many 

councils are already offering pledges of support under both schemes. The 

Government has committed to take around 5,000 people in the first year and 

20,000 over the coming years, with focus on Afghan citizens identified as 

most at risk, including as women and girls. This will include the recently 

evacuated and those identified as vulnerable but could not be evacuated, with 

further work looking safe routes from Afghanistan. Victoria Atkins MP is the 

Afghan resettlement minister. £200 million funding has been confirmed for the 

first year. 

 

15. Further announcements this week regarding funding for both schemes has 

suggested the full package will include £20,520 tapered funding over three years. 

The Government has also agreed a further £20 million fund of flexible funding in the 

current financial year (2021/22) to support local authorities with any additional costs 

in the provision of services. The previously announced funding for additional housing 

costs will increase to £10m in the first year, with £5m available in year 2 and £2m in 

year 3.  

 

16. The LGA is working with government to clarify details of the new scheme so councils 

can continue to pledge support, plan effectively, and understand and meet needs. 

We are asking that future plans take account of learning from previous schemes 

including Syrian resettlement and current issues and learning from councils. We also 

urgently need key details of the new Afghan resettlement scheme so councils can 

continue to welcome new arrivals into their new communities. 

 

17. The development and delivery of the schemes need to recognise existing 

pressures on many areas, particularly around support for asylum seekers. It needs 

to be underpinned by transparent data; appropriate, long term funding; and 

governance across councils and central government. Councils have raised concerns 

about use of hotels for asylum seekers and refugees, and stressed the need for 

better coordination if they or other forms of short term accommodation have to be 

used in a crisis. 

Rough Sleeping Peer Support: Report and Webinar 

 

18. A new report commissioned by LGA sets out how the sector support programme, 

delivered by the Local Government Association, is sharing learning and good 

practice from the Everyone In initiative to help eliminate rough sleeping for good. 

 

19. The report, Voice of the sector: supporting rough sleepers at a time of national crisis 

highlights what can be achieved when all parts of the public, voluntary and 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/afghan-citizens-resettlement-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/afghan-citizens-resettlement-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/victoria-atkins
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/afghanistan-18-august-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/afghanistan-18-august-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/voice-sector-supporting-rough-sleepers-time-national-crisis
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community sectors work together towards a common goal, as well as highlighting 

some of the key challenges that councils continue to face.  

 

20. LGA are also hosting a webinar on 22nd September to present the report and look 

back over the last year of innovation and dedication from local authorities and their 

partners, as well as looking forward to how we can overcome the emerging 

challenges from the legacy of the pandemic. 

 

Out of Area Placement Protocol 

 

21. In March 2019, EEHT Lead Members supported a recommendation that the LGA 

develop a sector-led protocol accompanied by a dispute resolution process. The aim 

of the protocol would be to mitigate the impact of out of area placements on 

households, improve communications between councils making and receiving 

placement and allow for the resolution of disputes. Following several meetings of the 

working groups and various subgroups over 2019 and 2020, in addition to bilateral 

meetings with key councils or council networks there is now a final draft protocol and 

annexes. These have been checked by a legal adviser and is now published for a 

six-week consultation.  

Kerslake Commission  

22. Chaired by Lord Bob Kerslake, The Kerslake Commission on Homelessness and 

Rough Sleeping is examining and learning the lessons from the emergency response 

which supported people sleeping rough during the Covid-19 pandemic. The LGA, 

Chairman Cllr James Jamieson has sat on the advisory board for the commission, 

providing a key opportunity to shape the report’s final recommendations.  The 

Commission aims to help all agencies involved in supporting those who are rough 

sleeping, or homeless and at risk of rough sleeping, to understand what worked 

during the pandemic and what is now needed to embed the good practice that was 

shown during the past year. An interim report has now been published and the final 

report will be published on 23 September.  

Parliamentary debates 

23. We have briefed MPs for parliamentary debates on the following: 
- Ending rough sleeping 
- Reducing plastic waste  
- Report Stage of the Environment Bill in the House of Lords  

Press releases and statements  

24. We have issued proactive press releases on the following: launch of the ‘Voice of the 
sector’ report; agricultural to residential permitted development rights; over 4,500 
classrooms worth of children stuck in temporary accommodation; 8 in 10 say it is 

https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=446814&eventID=1301&CSPCHD=003001000000doZrtkXQ2E$oHLb1abDbX06sQiGKDYileP6M5H
https://www.commissiononroughsleeping.org/
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/ending-rough-sleeping-house-commons-8-september-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/reducing-plastic-waste-house-commons-debate-8-september-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/environment-bill-report-stage-house-lords-september-2021
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/new-report-shows-how-lgas-sector-support-programme-helping-eliminate-rough-sleeping-good
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/new-report-shows-how-lgas-sector-support-programme-helping-eliminate-rough-sleeping-good
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/rural-residents-missing-out-vital-local-services-due-surge-barns-turned-homes-without
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/rural-residents-missing-out-vital-local-services-due-surge-barns-turned-homes-without
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/housing-crisis-over-4500-classrooms-worth-children-stuck-temporary-accommodation-over
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/eight-10-say-it-important-have-say-all-housing-their-local-area
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important to have a say on all housing in their local area. We have also made public 
statements on the following: response to latest annual homelessness figures; 
response to Kerslake Commission interim report; response to HCLG committee 
report on permitted development; response to building beautiful places 
announcement. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implications for Wales 

There are no implications for Wales  

Financial Implications 

There are no immediate financial implications 

Next steps 

The Board is asked to note the items for information in this report 

 

https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/eight-10-say-it-important-have-say-all-housing-their-local-area
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-latest-annual-homelessness-figures
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-kerslake-commission-homelessness-and-rough-sleeping-interim-report
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-hclg-committee-report-permitted-development
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-hclg-committee-report-permitted-development
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-building-beautiful-places-announcement
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-building-beautiful-places-announcement

